
 

Parent/Guardian Information and Agreement 

WHAT WILL WE BE DOING THIS WINTER/SPRING? 

Winter/Spring (Jun-June, 2020) Production 

2nd Annual Tree House One-Act Festival (Ages 9-17) 

● Will include all Tree House Youth Theatre participants 

● In addition to acting, those aged 13-17 may sign up to design the one-acts. This 

includes costume, light, sound, set, and prop design 

● In addition to acting, those aged 13-17 may also sign up to be a stage manager 

for the one-act plays 

● Those ages 9-12 may sign up to be members of the crew (backstage, light board 

operator, and sound board operator) 

● Directors, stage managers, and designers will be mentored by industry 

professionals working in Alberta 

● All participants will audition for, and receive at least one role in the one-act plays 

● Rehearsals will take place Sunday afternoons from 12:00-6:00 and Tuesday 

evenings from 6:00-8:00 

● The one-act festival will take place June 10-19, 2021 

Auditions 

Auditions can be a scary thing, but at Tree House, everyone that auditions will get a role. We 

support our participants to grow in their skills. If the pursuit of theatre is something your youth 

wants to do, they need to learn how to audition. Auditions are essential in allowing a director 

to see where an actor fits in their production. Here is how we will go through the audition 

process: 

1. Actors will choose a monologue. They may choose their own, or pick from a selection of 

monologues that will be sent out in mid-December.  

2. Actors will then need to memorize that monologue. 

3. Actors will then have time to rehearse their monologues and get feedback on them on 

during the rehearsals on January 17 and 19 

4. Auditions will take place on January 26 and 31 

5. Actors will need to sign up for their audition spot. During this time, they will present 

their monologue for the directors. The directors will coach them on the monologue and 

get them to try it a different way.  

6. After everyone has auditioned, a cast list will be emailed home, with a detailed 

rehearsal schedule. 



 

 

In addition to the monologue, actors will also need to fill out a resume, and provide a headshot. 

The headshot does not have to be a professional headshot, only a photo that shows your youth 

smiling, and from the shoulders up. 

Rehearsals 

Once the shows have been cast, we will begin rehearsals. A detailed rehearsal schedule will be 

sent out after January 31, with the cast list. It is very important to go over this schedule in 

detail, and to communicate with the artistic director as soon as possible if there are any 

conflicts. Attendance at rehearsals is mandatory, except in the cases of emergencies. Failure to 

attend too many rehearsals may lead to being pulled from the production, and being 

re-assigned elsewhere. 

All actors are required to bring the following to each and every rehearsal: 

● Indoor Shoes (especially when the weather is wet/muddy) 

● Water 

● Script 

● Notepad 

● Pencil 

● Comfortable clothing that you can freely move in 

The rehearsal schedules will be created in a way that only certain sections of the script will be 

rehearsed at one time. This allows for much more meaningful and connected rehearsals. If your 

youth is not scheduled for a rehearsal, they do not need to attend. However, all actors are 

more than welcome to come to any rehearsal. A great way to learn more about theatre is to 

watch people making theatre. Parents/guardians are also welcome to attend any rehearsal, as 

long as they connect with our artistic director first. The rehearsal also serves as a resource to 

know what to prepare for each rehearsal, as your youth will know exactly what we will be doing 

in that rehearsal. 

Required Materials 

We require that all participants have the following items of clothing for use in costuming: 

● Black, long sleeve shirt (no logos) 

● Black pants (no logos) 

● Black socks  

● Black shoes (can be dance shoes, black running shoes, or black dress shoes 

 



 

 

How to Connect with Us 

Communication is extremely important, and we always want to ensure that the lines of 

communication are open. The following are ways to get in touch with us: 

● Private Website Group: 

https://www.treehouseyouththeatre.ca/for-participants-parents 

● Email: info@treehouseyouththeatre.ca 

● Phone/Text: 403-357-2581 Albertus Koett- Artistic Director 

● Phone/Text: 747-312-8923 Catherine McClaren- Stage Manager 

● Facebook: @treehouseyouththeatre 

● Twitter: @THYtheatre 

● Instagram: @THYT_thehouse 

Feel free to connect using the above forms of communication. We will primarily use the private 

group that we have set up on our website for communication. You will be sent an invite to join 

the group, and will have access to our message board, and all documents pertaining to the 

season. We encourage you to follow us on all of our social media platforms as a way to help 

spread the word about Tree House Youth Theatre. When you share, like, or comment on a post 

we put up, it lets everyone you are connected to on social media know what we are doing. 

Behaviour and Conduct 

All members of Tree House Youth Theatre are asked to respect each other, and the theatre we 

are using. We expect everyone to be dedicated, and prepared. A positive attitude is required to 

participate in Tree House, combined with a “can do” spirit. Theatre is dependent on an 

approach of building people up, and supporting each other for who we are, and where we are 

at.  

In the event that an actor is not bringing a positive attitude to the theatre, they may be 

reassigned to a different role, or removed from the production. Examples of behaviour that we 

will not tolerate include, but are not limited to: 

o Missing multiple rehearsals without appropriate notice 

o Being disruptive, rude, or disrespectful to other actors, staff, or 

parents/guardians 

o Continually being unprepared for rehearsals by not learning lines 



 
We understand that life happens, and will work to resolve challenges and issues before we 

move to changing a role or removing an actor from a production. Communication is critical, and 

our Artistic Director is just an email, phone call, or text away. 

 

Volunteers 

Tree House Youth Theatre does require volunteers to assist with many aspects of our 

productions. Throughout the year there may be many opportunities to volunteer by assisting in 

our programming. Some areas that we commonly ask for assistance include set construction 

and painting, costume assistance, backstage help/supervision, assistance with fundraisers, or 

becoming a board member. As life can be busy, we understand if you are unable to assist with 

the programs, and would gladly accept a $100 donation in lieu of volunteering.  

Please note, that anyone volunteering with Tree House Youth theatre will be required to 

provide a Criminal Record Check. Each check will be good for 24 months. These can be obtained 

through the Red Deer RCMP using the form included in the registration email. 

We are always looking for people to sit on our Board of Directors. For more information on the 

board, please email us at info@treehouseyouththeatre.ca. 

Since 1988, Tree House Youth Theatre has been offering a professional theatre experience to 

young actors from Central Alberta. In our current home at the Red Deer Memorial Centre, our 

young actors will have the opportunity to explore all aspects of theatrical arts. This can include, 

but not be limited to movement, speech, improvisation, stage combat, dance, creative writing, 

music, and of course acting techniques.  

Under the artistic direction of Albertus Koett, the actors work to present high quality theatre to 

audiences in Red Deer. The aim of Tree House Youth Theatre is to expose young artists to a 

wide variety of theatre styles. This is done through workshops, productions, and mentorship by 

the theatre community.  

We strive to ensure that Tree House Youth Theatre contributes to not only the central Alberta 

arts community, but to the community as a whole. Art is an important fabric in any society, and 

Tree House has made a commitment to be a positive contributor, as well as benefactor of a 

vibrant arts community in Alberta. We do this by: 

o Treating the contribution of all members, and the art of theatre with respect 

o Committing to bring the best of ourselves to the theatre company, and the 

theatre we are creating 

o Creating opportunities for everyone to grow and learn through theatre 



 
These three principles apply to all members of our Tree House family: the Board of Directors, 

the Staff, the Families, and our Actors. 

 

 

Tree House Youth Theatre Finances 

To run our programs and performances, Tree House employs a professional Artistic Director. In 

addition, we also contract additional staff to assist with programs, run workshops, and help 

with productions. 

Tree House pays to use the Red Deer Memorial Centre for rehearsals, production, and a space 

to rent to store materials.  

We operate with funding from registration fees, grants, sponsorships, donations, ticket sales, 

and fundraisers.  

It is our goal to keep registration fees for our programs reasonable so that no barriers to 

participation exist. We accept registration fee payments in full, per season, or on a monthly 

basis. Non-payment of fees may result in a participant being removed from the program.  

 

 

Thank you for choosing Tree House Youth Theatre as a way for the young performer in your 

house to express their creativity, gain confidence, and meet new friends, while helping to 

create extraordinary theatrical experiences for themselves and our audiences. We, the staff, 

crew, and board of Tree House Youth Theatre will do our utmost to ensure that we exceed your 

expectations and that your experience as a parent/guardian will be rewarding. 

 

...Let the play begin! 

 

 


